rd White.

P e

T A

A

e o

Aft
gettied ag3d
ways of life,

Up to the present D
joyed clear field. Now two came
down from above and established a
temporary camp in the woods half -a
‘nnl below the dam. Thorpe soon sat-
himself that they were picking

route for the logging road.

two men, of eourse did not
bother themsgelves: with the timber to
be travoyed, but gave their entire at-
tention to that lying further back.
Thorpe was enabled thus to avoid them
entirely.
timating to the
Once he met onée
fortunately in
to his pose of hunter.
did not see at all.

forest by the stream.
of the men: but was
a country that lent itseilf

he

The other

{ cantinue,

|
He simply transferred his es- i .
{
i
i
!

| inflicts e a man.
ila:et a week, for all he knew, In “the

e TONSILH a certain physi- {
f®tance. The Indian seemed as |
is when he started.
oK an hour.
e dim. intermittent ughL_thnm

n and stars through the ghostly
haunts of forest, until Thorpe thought
he would drop with ‘weariness, and
wag mentally incapable of contemplat-

ing more than a handred steps in ad- , stoeps for

vance, |
“When 1 get to that square patch of

light I'll guit,” be would say to him-
self, and struggle painfully the re-
guired twenty yards.

1 won't quit here,” he

“I'll make it that birch. Then |
I'll lie down and die.”

And so om To the actual physical
exhaustion of Thorpe's muscles was
added that immense mental weariness
which unecertainty of time and distance
The journey -mjiight

to get that boat.
At sunset |and I'll
Then forward again | Theré's your twenty.’

aslant at the ground_and thoughtfully
oiling a cylinder with a greasy rag.

“It'’}l na be a matter of life and
death?” he asked hopefully. “Sge aye

“No,” replied Thorpe reluctantly.
Then with an explosion, “Ygz"by God,

it is! If I
kill you.”

would | the monezr,

“I'm dootin’ that's in order,” “he.re-
plied. *“T'll be no party to any such
proceedin’s. I'm goin’ noo for & fresh

pail of watter,”
at the door, “b
Jormation,
and a mon wheestles one short and on
long for :

“See here,” replied Thorpe, “I've got
It's worth $20 to me, |
sguare it with the captain. |

The Scotchman deliberated, looking

life and death.”

don't make that boag T'l}

The Scotchman chucked and pocketed

he remarked, pausing
ut as a wee item of in-
yander's th' wheestle rope;

th' boat.”
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mgnger

'mnllted in a low voice, after which
the official

i

“The

to fumble among
the records. Not finding ivtrhhat h:
an! he _a :gmched Smithers.
’ spcn'ﬂmk e ation ensued between
these two. Then Smithers called:
“Take a-seat,. Mr, Morrison. This
gentleman i looking over these town-
ships, and will have finished in a few
moments.” .

Morrison’s eve sudden!y beécame un- l
easy.

“¥ am somewhat busy this morning,”
he ebjected with.a shade of command
in his voivce. £

“If thisgentleman—7?"
clerk deliberatelyA

“I am sorry.” -put in Thorpe with7
brevity” “My time, too, is valuable.” |

Morrison looked at him shaxplv

“My deal is a big one,” he snapped.
“I can probably arrange with this gen-
tleman to let him have fiis farm.”

“I claim prﬂeda,noe, ** replied Thorpe
calml}'

“Well,™ said \'m-rison. swift as light,
“Til tell you, Smithers. I'll leave my
list of descriptions and a check with
you. ‘Give me 4 receipt and mark my
lands off after you've finished with this |
géntleman.” i

Now, government and state lands are |
the property of the man who pays for |
them. Although the clerk’s vreceipt
might not give Morrison valid claim,
nevertheless it would afford basis for
a lawsuit. Thorpe saw the trap, and
interposed.

*Heold on,” he interrupted. “I claim
precedence. You can give no .receipt
for gny land in these townships until
after.my business is transacted. I have
reason to' believe that this gentleman
and myself are both after the same
descrintions.” {

“What!”
surprise,

“You will have to wait your turn, Mr.
Morrison,” said the clerk, virtuous be-
fore so many witnesses.

The business man was in a white rage I
ot excitement.

“1 insist on my application being filed 1
at once!” he cried, waving: his check. .|
“I have the money right here to pay for !
every acre of it; and if I know-the jaw,
the first man to pay takes the land.”

He slapped the chetk down en‘ the
rail, and hif«t a number of timies With
the fiat his hand. Thorpe turned and
faced him with a steel look in His level
eyes.

“Mr. Morr!son he said, “you rare
quite rpight. The first man who pays
gets the land; but I have won the first |
chance to pay.. You -will kindly step |
one side until I finish my business with
Mr. Smithers here.”

“lI suppose you have
actually with you,” said the clerk, quite
respectfully, “because if you have not, |
Mr. Morrison’s claim will take prece- |
dence.” !

“I would hardly have any business in |
a land office if I did not know that,”

suggested the

shouted Morrison; assuming |

the amount

goods in this market.

Christmas Novelties

all of which are ready for your approval, at the LOWEST PRICES ever named for such

If you want FIRST CHOICE of the many handsome things
received at FREED'S GREAT HOUSE FURNISHING STORE
for the Holiday Season

HAVE™
HURRY

Chnatmas is not far distant, and there is nothing more
useful or more appropriate for presents than hundreds of
articles that can be selected from.our stock. Don’t wait
until the last minute to make
at Freed’s and SELECT NOW.
seleet, WITHOUT CHARGE,

delivered.

your Holiday purchases. Call

We will store the goods you

until the day-  you wish them

Our Regular Stock has never before been so large and
complete, and we have just received New and Elegant Lines
of FANCY ROCKERS, CHILDREN'S ROCKERS, DINING
CHAIRS, HALL TREES, CHINA CLOSETS, PICTURES, PAR-
LOR GOODS of all deseriptions, DRESSING TABLES, and a

large line of

replied Thorpe, and began his dictation
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& + fighting man led him turth(r into the |
- 4+ | struggle. ‘e !

“I INSIST ON MY APPLICATION BEING FILED AT ONCE!” "-l _ Thorpe’s descriptions were contaied |
4 | in the battered little note book he had |

,o04¢4»444444¢¢¢+*4+4¢44+¢¢+¢f+4++¢4¢4++0*44*44*4*4*0**+#***

| like the stabs

presence of an emergency these men of
action had actually not
dozen words. The Indian led; Thorpe
followed.

When the halt was called, Thorpe fell
into his blanket too weary even to eat.
Next morning sharp, shooting pains,
of swords,
his groin.

“You come,”’ the

repzated Indian,

{ stolid as ever,

| ugexpectec

But. one day he heard him. The two |
up-river men were following carefully
but noisily the bed of a little creek.
Thorpe happened to be on the side-
hill, so he seated himself quietly until
the liould have moved on down. One
of > men shouted to the other, whe,

\hm;, tl.rnt.gn a thicket, did not
1€ rlu 0-0! Dyer!™ the first re-|
;w.u»»d “Here's that infernal corner
over here!"

Yop!” assented the other. .**Com-
ng.

Thorpe recognized the voice instant-
ly as that of Radway's scaler His
hand crisped in a gesture of disgust.
The man had always been obnoxious
to him.

Two days later he stumbled on their
camp. He paused in wonder at what
he saw.

The packs lay open, their contents |
scatters n direction. The fire

) 1 h extinguished with a
t ter, and a frying pan lay

wih it ha been overtur K I
thing had been possible "hn;:w W d
ha guessed at a hasty and unpre-

ed flight.

as about to withdraw e:

v
liscovered vhen as
S € It

said I come

pidly the con-

in"," s ii 1 he,

volve as n‘.:h

ing the
yo n de wo
g0 camp gett

;1.-.

) 13ked Injun y
b o Dety b
Ir ntly indian n | AC-

was southeast ut
£ folle

course
o juestions
Soon he found that if he
suately, he would h:
left for anything e
with long, sw
htly
his

tion
walked
always sli

of the

, even at mv‘
hl 'k hollowed,

i.nees

finish step,

nis shoulders and head thrust forward
His gait had a queer sag in it, up and
down in a long ¢ urve from omne > to
the other. After a time THorpe became

d in w: before him this
tiring I hour after
the variation of a second's
fraction in speed nor an inch in length.

At first Thorpe followed him with
comparative ease, but at the end of

fascinat
easy, 1
without

three hours he as compelled to put
forth decided efforts to keep pace. His
walking was no longer mechanical, but
conscious. Wi it becomes so, a man
soon tires. Thorpe resented the ine-
qualities, the stones, the roots, the
patches of soft ground which lay in |

his way.
not fair.

He felt dully that they were
He could negotiate the dis-
tance: but anything else was a gratul-
tous insuit.

Then suddenly he gained his second
wind. He felt better and stronger and
moved freer.

At midnight Injun Charley
halt. He spread his
on one elbow long enough to eat a |
strip of dried meat, and fell asleep.
Thorpe imitated his example.
hours later the Indian roused his com-
panion, and the stwo set out again.

From 3 o’clock ti!l 8 they walked con-
tinually without pause, without an in-
stant’'s breathing spell. Then they
rested half an hour, ate a little venison,
and smoked a pipe.

An hour after noon they repeated the

called a
blanket, leaned

hour, |

Three |

When the sun was an hour high the
travelers suddenly ran into a -trail,
which as suddenly dived into a spruce
thicket. On the other side ot it Therpe

himself in an ex-
arir dotted with the black-
stumps of pines. Ath rt the
stance he could pereeive-the—wide
horizon of Lake Michigan. He
the .Upper Peninsula on

found

crossed

by I"v“t},'
\"IL the tal
stop. Yo
h him._ Xou get

train

|

exchanged a |

ran through |

and was awakened- in ‘time to drop| In his note book Thorpe had.- of |
into a small boat which deposited him | course, entered the briefest description |
on the broad sand beach of the lower | possible. Now, in -dietating 4o the
| peninsula. | clerk, e conceived the idea of Speeify-

aid Ipjun {
stacks of a |
mak’ him |

jcar on a

| provided he
| stroll

|

tonight. Dose m-»n.:

n {

calculated rapi@lly. The en- |

vould require, even " with “their |

ams, a day to cover the thirty miles ‘
the - fishing village 4 Munising,
whence the stage ran 1 morning to

Seney, the present t of the |

South Shore railr Ha ’Ihrmu on |
foot and three h 5 behind, could nev-

er have caught > stage. from |
Seney gnly one train a « dis-

patched to connect at Mack 3

with the Michigan Central, and on that |
one train, due to leave this very morn-
i rn up-river man was-just about
r out. He would arrive at Mack-

4 o'clock in

w City at the afternoon,

!man proved

‘\h re he would be forcéd to wait un-
til 8 in the eve .~ By catching a
boat at the mill hich Injun Char-
ley had led him Thorpe could still
make the same train. Thus the start
i Detroit's land office. |

all his energy
. goes! We'll

In-
anxiety

inquired the
tain

im pe nn m's

“Cor ne vaL ' cried "hu'rv‘

“you bet

ng run toward the

CHAPTER XIV.

sisting - of
the' saloons.
klurt To the
mself for infor-

the

s.‘”l sleepy) was map-
stop hére?”
suds.

replied the

shouted

lentls.

“Not always?"”
'-'n ¥y when there's f ht for
“Doesn’t she stop for passengers?”
“None.,”
“How

freight?"
“Oh,-they signal

her.”

does she know when there's

her from the mill—

man som- |

{ to insure

replied the Indian, and
over the headland fo the
trail of black smoke. He |

the boy should be awagy f om hmn~

Everything depended on Wallace Car-
penter: and Thorpe could not but con-
fess t chance “slender. " One other
thought made the night seem1 long.
Thorpe had but $30 left.

Morning came at last, and the train
drew in and stopped. Thorpe, being in
the smoking car, dropped off first and |
stationed himseif near the exit where

| he could look over the engers with-

at'a typi- |

| out being seen. y i1 past; to
two only could aceq the role eof
master Ilamber and in these two
Thorpe recos Daly and Morrison
themselves. passed within ten |

He disappeared. Thorpe seized the
cord and gave the signal. Then he ran
hastily to the.end of the long lumber
docks and. peered with great eagerness
in the direction of the black smoke.

The steamer. was as yet. concealed
behind a low spit of land which ran
ut from the west to form‘one side
of the harbor. In a momeunt, however,
161 Bows~ ‘appeareq,  beaded ;directly
down towards the straifs efMackinaw.
When opposite the little- bay with a
grand free sweéep . she turned and
headed di tly for him.

He negotiated briefly with the
tain,
privilege of

cap-

landing at
hours on end

The train was just leisurely
up for departure. Thotrj dressed as
he was in old “pepper and sait”
ments patched with buckskin, his
a flopping travesty on headgear, his
moccasins worn and dirty, his face
bearded-and bronzed, tried as much as
possible to avoid attention. He sent
an "instant telegram tp Wallace Car-
penter conceived as follows:

“Wire thirty thousand my order
land office, Detroit, before 9 o'clock to-
morrow morning. Do it if you have to
rustlie all night. Important.”

Then he took.a seat in the baggage
pile of boxes and -hilosoph-
vaited for the train (o start. He
that sooner or later the man,
were on the train, would
through the car, and he wanted
out f the way. The baggage
friendly, so Thorpe-chatted
with him till dtime. Then he
entered the and waited
patiently for morning.

At the last thought Thorpe decided te
send a second message from the next
station. He did so. Ii read: “Another
buyer of timber. on same train with
me. Must have money at 9_o'clock
or lose land.”” He paid day rdtes.on it:|
immediate delivery. Suppose

hat

care

ically w

knew

to be

ifter b

ng car

smok

11]Al«m

feet of him, earnestly together.
At the curb hailed a cab and
drove away. The vx:'A with satisf ion

heard them call the na hotel.
was still two hours before the land
would be open.

rpe repaired at once to a board-
house off Fort street, where he had
>d” three months before. There
he reclaimed his wvalise, ved, clothed
himself in linen and cheviot once more
and sauntered slowly to the land of-

me of a

| fice to await its opening.

| fice

hut Thorpe was gc g
At the mill Thorpe dove for the en-
I'gine-room. He knew that elsewhere |

the clang of machinery
of business would leave scant attention
for him. And besides, from the engine
room the signals would be given. He
found, as is often the case
‘country sawmills, a
| charge.

“Does the boat stop here this morn-
ing?" he inguired.

"Weel,” replied the
fearful deliberation,
I hae received na
| fect.” 5
{ “Can't you whistie her in for me?”
| asked Thorpe.

“l eanna,” answered the engineer,
promptly enough this time.

'“'hy noi?”

engineer with
“I canna say. But
orders to that ef-

“Ye're na what a body might call |

t‘raxght
| “Neo n\her way out ol e
*“Na.’
Therpe was seized with an idea.
“Here!” he cried. *“See that boulder
over there? I want to ship that to
{ Mackinaw City by freight on this boat.”

and the hwry |

At 9 o'clock neither of the
had appeared. Thorpe entere
and approached the desk.

“Is there a telegram here for
Thorpe?”’ he inquired.

The clerk 10 whom he addressed him-
self merely motioned with his head to-
ward a young fellow behind the railing

partners
d the of-

Harry

in a corner. The Jatter, without await-
'ing the question, shifted comfortably
and replied:

“No.”

in morth |
Scotchman in |

At the same instant steps were heard
in the corridor, the door opemed and
Mr. Morrison appeared on the sill. Then
Thorpe showed the stuff of which he
was made.

“Is this the desk for buying govern-
m(-nt lands?” he asked hurriedly.

“Yes,” replied the clerk.
% ha\g some descriptions 1 wish to

| buy in.

{ cabinet the three books

! ter.
| of- Mr. Morrison made itself heard at

The Scotchman's eyes twinkied ap-]

pred.atlvelv

“Very well,” repligi the clerk,
townshin?"

Thorpe detailed the figures,
knew by heart, the

“what

which he
clerk took from a

containing
them and spread them out on the coun-

At this moment the biand voice

Thorpe’'s elbow.

“Good morning, Mr. Smithers,” it said
with the delibération of the consciously
great man. I have a few deseriptions

would- like to buy r‘ln the W

I'mi ‘Aootin’ ye hae th' freight pllllpeuinsnh."

from the Gffice.” he objected simp

“Good morning, M¥. Morrison. Avchie |

paid $20 more for speed and the |
Mackinaw City. |
| Then he Slept for gight

making ’

gar- |

of the description as calmly as though |
! his inside pocket contained the required |
| amount in bank bills.
| Thorpe's hopes had
| After all,

|

The following

sunk to zero. |
looking at the matter dis- |
passionately, why should be expec
| Carpenter to trust him, a  strange
with so iarge a sum? It had been mad- |
ness. Only the blind confidence of the |

j carried with him jn the woods. For |
| each piece of land first there came the |
township described by latitude and |
east and w range. After this gene

eric descriptigh followed another figure |
representing ftlre section of that par-

ticular district. So 49—17 W—S8, meant |
Section 8, of the township on range 49
north, 17 westS If Thorpe wished to |
| purchase the Avhole section that de-

| seription “u\ild suffice. On the other

{ hand, if BéJ/wished to. buy only one |
! forty, he_ <defgribed its position in the

| quarter sectiofg, Thus SW—NW 49217 |
| —8,"meant the southwest forty of the
| northwest quarter of section. 8 in the
| township already described.
|
|
|

The clerk marked across each square | §
of his map as Thorpe read them, the
date and the purchaser's name.

ing each subdivision.
time. Instead of saying .,."npu

This gained some

Tabourette

Specials forThisWee

will surely. interest you:

Gilt or Mahogany Finish. A
very useful and attractive arti-
cle. Regular price $1.25.

THIS WEEKE— ‘5

Willow R.ocker

Largest Size, made in full roll
and very tasty designs. A
bargain at $5.50.

THIS WEEK, $3 90

'w".\:ortmvest corner of section 8,3 he
| made of it four separate dPsvripr_!'ons.
| as follows: Northwest quarter: of
northwest quarter; northeast of north-
west quarter; southwest of northwest
quarter; and southeast of northwest
quartetr.

He was not so foolish as to read the

Drawer, French Legs.

Dressing Table

A great bargain at $18.50.
We have a very large line of New Designs.

in Mahogany Finish, hard polished, with Oval

French Bevel Mirror, Large 514 50

THIS WEEK—

| descriptions in succession, but so scat-
ter them that the clerk, putting down
the figures mechanically, had no icdea
of the amount of unnecessary work he |

- A handy piece ot farniture to be used for musie
MUSIC Ra'Ck or paper rack. Reduced THIS WEEK to

$1.45

was doing. The minute hands of the |

transcribed.

clock dragged arnund. Thorpe drm;edl - ] - -3 | P Sni y Jack 2 T-hol
aown e womxcommn. e cer |- L,adies” Sewing R ocker jpith flat Spindle Back and T-bolt
scratched industriously, repeating in a | 3 et 83{*_‘011155- e greatest $l 45
half voice each description as it was |l seller known in the market. Reduced THIS WEEK to—

At length the task was finished. 1t |

became necess: to type duplicate
lists of the descriptions. While the
somnolent youth finished his task,

Thorpe listened for the messenger boy |
|

High Chair

Sold everywhere for $1.50.
Redueced THIS WEEK to—

with Table. A
good style.

SL.15

on the stairs,

A faint slam was heard outside the |
rickety old building Hasty steps
| sounded along the corridor. The land- |
{ looker. merely stopped the drumming |
of hisg fingers on the broad arm of
| the chair. The door flew open, and Wal- |

lace Carpenter walked quickly to him.

Elegant line of

Footstools s lowas 8 5¢

E

Thorpe’s. face lighted up as he rose
to greet his partner. The boy had rot
forgotten -théir compact after all.

“Then it's all right?” queried the lat- |
ter breathlessly. {

{ youth ‘bheyond the vigilant watchfuiness

Arm Rocker

oak, handsomely ecarved tnp hand pol-
A Real Bargain at

“Sure,” answered Thorpe heartily,
“got 'em in good shape.” i l@h!le.d.
At the same time he was drawing the | g,h.e)O.

made of seleet
qunarter sawed

$4.25

Reduced to—

|
{
{ of Mr. Morrison.

1 “You're just in time,” he said in an
!undermne. “Never had so close a
| 8
! L

|

queak. I suppose you have cash or a
‘ertified check; that's all they'll take
ere,.”

[~

A new line of HAVILAND DINNER SETS
Also other makes.
this week.

All at Reduced Prices

“What do: you mean?”
ter blankly.

“Havén't you that money?”
Thorpe quick as a hawk.

“For heaven's sake, isn't it here?”
¢ried Wallace in consternation. I wired |
Duncen, my banker, here last night,
and received a repiy from him.  He
answered that he'd see to it. Haven't | B
you seen him?”

asked Carpen- |

returned

“No,” repeated Thorpe in his turn.
“What can we do?” |
‘Can you get your check certified |
here near at hand)}” }
“Yes.” !
“Well, go do it. And get a move on |

vou. You have precis€ly until that boy
there finiches ticking that  machine.
Not. a second longer.”

“Can’t you. get them to wait a few

Looking for
Pictures?

Our Elegant Line will
And Prices
are Reduced this week.

repay a visit.

minutes?”

“Wallace,” said Thorpe, “do you see
that white-whiskered old lynx in the
corner? That's Morrisen, the man who

GOME

huery until you get beyond the door;
then fiyl?

Therpe sat down again in his broad-
armed chair and- resumed his drum-
ming. The nearest bank was six blocks
away. He counted oWer in his mind
the steps of Carpenter’s progress; now
to the decor, now in the next block,
now so far beyond. He had just es-
corted him to the door of the bank,

when the clerk’'s voie¢ broke in on
him.
“Now,” Smithers was saying, “T'll

give you a recefpt for the 'amount and
later ‘will gend to your address the
title deeds of the  déscriptions.”
Carpenter had yet 1o find the proper
3 oﬂicial, o identify hDimself, to certify
:  Teturf. - It was hope~

See our Stock,
investigate
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Looked at from any standpoint,
it is the most perfect stove ever
put together. This is “big
talk,” but the stove will make
it all goed.
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